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Deadline for submitting news articles and
photos for the next issue of The Courier:

JUNE 15, 2025
Submit news stories and photos to 

TheCourierFMA@gmail.com

The Courier is published bi-monthly and is posted
on the FMA website at floridamooose.com

Publisher: Florida Moose Association     Editor: Kimberly Kelly

Welcome to a new Moose year!

Are you ready for the exciting events that are in store 
across our association?

I know I am, although it’ been a slow start.

Apologies for getting The Courier out late this month. 

Life happens and time never stands still.

But what never stops is the Moose fraternity.

From our commitment to Mooseheart, Moosehaven, and 
our local communities, time never stands still in our focus 
to make life better.

Thank you for doing what you do. I will do better next time
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From the Editor

 Become a Booster here.

Special thanks
to the following Boosters:

PLATINUM: 
Dan ONeal	 Duffy Friss	 Rebecca Zarate	
Robert Saindon	 Terry Seal	 Edward Stachura	
Robert Estevez	 Scott Kern	 Tom Akers	
Cindy Barnhart	 Wayne Beyer	 Barbara Blanchard	
Kenny Rogers	 Doug Husted	 Paula Stevens	
Margie Walter	 Duffy Friss	 Bill Allen	
Byron Dalton Sr	 Davie WOTM 1686	 Rodney Hammond	

William Singleton	 Sailfish 197 Moose Legion      
The Schockley’s	 Brenda J Brady	 Jeff Pitch	
Kinnaman Family	 The Shindle Family	 Melva Singleton
Jim Blanchard	 Gold Coast of Higher Degrees
Larry D’Angelo	 Davie Lodge 17	 Kenneth Ourant

GOLD:
Paula Castleberry	 Kimberly Kelly	 Susan Runge	
Marvin Gardner	 Edward Mell	 Ann Mell	
Christine Duncan	 Lynn Hall	 John Clementz	
Janice Davis	 Larry Robertson	 Linda Robertson	
Lynn Hall	 Michele Martello	

SILVER:
JoEllen Thompson        	 Kiley Baglama     	 Scott Thomas  
Bill Allen 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/FloridaMooseAssociation/COURIERBOOSTERS


MAY / JUNE 2026  The Courier    I    PAGE 3  

We are halfway 
to our final
destination

Can you Believe it the year is a half over 
already? It has been a great year so far. 

We are up in membership and ahead 
of schedule on our commitment to the 
Horizon special project. 

I have had the privilege to attend 10 dis-
trict meetings, and the level of fraternal-
ism is simple amazing. 

As I was planning a trip to 
District 16, I did some re-
search and realized that 
at the start of the year 
they were standing at 
29,187 members, stand-
ing as the largest district 
in the FMA. 

It made me wonder how 
they stacked up against 
other associations. That’s 
right, associations. 

They beat 35 out 43 as-
sociations in member-

ship and one lodge in particular is larger 
than 28 associations.

Simply incredible. 

I’m so glad I waited until after mid-year to 
finish this article, because it was an awe-
some Mid Year Conference. 

Starting with all the volunteering that our 
members did at Give 
Kids the World, then 
there was the Fun night 
and the C.O.B. party... all I 
can say is OMG! 

The members had some 
amazing costumes. 

During the sessions there 
were some great reports. 

Then we finished the 
weekend off with the 
banquet for some of us. 
I can’t wait to see what 
the rest of the year 
brings. 

FMA PRESIDENT

SCOTT KERN

I will leave you with this short poem:

The embrace of the mentor
In tender moments, hands entwined a mentor’s heart will be aligned. 

With every embrace, they show they care, guiding us gently, 

always aware their laughter weaves a sacred bond, in joy and sorrow, we respond. 

Through every trial, loves embrace, a mentor’s warmth is our safe place.

Another crazy stat: 

The FMA is 
larger than the 

30 smallest 
associations

combined. 

Just let that sink in.
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see FMA, page 6

FMA 2024—2025 Officers
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Territory Manager/FMA Liaison
W. Scott Duncan 
2407 Hagopian Ave SW, Palm Bay, Fl 32908-4729 
321-501-7180 
sduncan@mooseintl.org

President  
Scott Kern
113 Hays Dr., Sanford, FL 32771  
407-314-6287 
kerntransman@yahoo.com

Vice President 
Walter Wommack 
13107 Firefly Lane, Hudson, FL 34669
727-919-4225 
wpwommack@ideacomfl.com

Treasurer  
Gerard DuBois  
740 90th St , Marathon, Fl 33050 
305-481-7187 
dubiosp@bellsouth.net 

Chaplain  
Jay Andrade 
112 Sunrise Dr, Rotunda West, FL 33947
401-465-3885
englewoodjay@gmail.com

Jr Past President 

Todd Anderson 
1004 Virginia Ave, Lynn Haven, FL 32444
850-866-8679
toddanderson5530@gmail.com

Secretary  
Dan O’Neal  
PO Box 2863, Sanford, FL 32772-286 
407-547-7216 
floridamooseassociation@gmail.com

Assistant Secretary 
Rhonda Shockley  
110 NE 28th St, Pompano Beach, Fl 33064 
954-774-0508 
supershock67@aol.com

Sergeant at Arms  
Julie Anderson  
1004  Virginia   Ave, Lynn  Haven, Fl 32444  
850-303-3741 
jlbanderson@yahoo.com

Starting June 1, Lodges across the state will come together for the second 
year of the Because Florida Cares fundraiser, supporting the missions of 
Mooseheart and Moosehaven.

One simple way to get involved? Our Hearts Sale! 

Each heart sold — starting at 
just $1 — represents compas-
sion, unity, and our commit-
ment to caring for those who 
need us most.

	 Buy a heart

	 Display it proudly

	 Share why you care

Let’s build on last year’s 
success and show the 
world that Florida truly cares!

Please remember to earmark all donations: 
Endowment / FMA Cares

Because Florida Cares
campaign returns in June

TROY BROUGHTON, Endowment Chairman

First Preferred Member at Merrit Island Lodge
Marv Gardner was presented his Preferred Member award by Ad-
ministrator Jim Stratman. Out of 4,200 members at Merritt Island 
Moose Lodge 2073 he was the only member to achieve this award. 
Marv has sponsored more than 250 new members and is current-
ly serving as Lodge Treasurer and President of the Indian River 178 
Moose Legion.
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Moose Lodge Veterans Support
A Community Effort

Not far from Punta Gorda Lodge is a Veterans Home, 
managed by Volunteers of America, which provides 
shelter and assistance to about 24 veterans who are 
homeless or at risk of losing their homes. 

The dedicated staff and volunteers at the home work 
tirelessly to help these veterans regain stability and 
rebuild their lives, offering resources and guidance to 
get them back on their feet.

Punta Gorda Moose Lodge 1693 Board of Officers re-
cently felt a strong calling to support local veterans in 
a meaningful way. 

Inspired by the desire to make a difference, the Board 
decided to host a Pizza and Wing Party in the Veter-
ans Home’s Community Room. 

The initial plan included providing each veteran with a 
$25 Walmart gift card. 

Kim Small and Jane Kloszewski, two dedicated Lodge 

members and officers, took the initiative to reach out 
to our Lodge community for donations. 

Members responded by raising an incredible $3,100 
in just five days. 

Thanks to their generosity, we were able to increase 
the gift card value to $129 for each veteran. 

The commitment from members at Punta Gorda 
Lodge truly made this event possible.

On March 11 at 12:30 PM, Robert Small (Lodge Presi-
dent), Kim Small (Administrator), Jane Kloszewski (Vice 
Preseident), and Leonard Scott (also a veteran) arrived 
at Veterans Village carrying ten pizzas and a generous 
amount of wings. The veterans welcomed them warm-
ly, and they all shared a hearty lunch together. 

After the meal, they presented the $129 Walmart gift 
cards along with special thank you cards from donat-
ing members. 

ROBERT SMALL, Special to The Courier

see VETERANS, page 17

https://www.voaflorida.org/locations/punta-gorda-veterans-village/


PAGE 6    I  The Courier  MAY / JUNE 2026

FMA, from page 4

see FMA, page 8

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Assistant Sergeant at Arms 
Alan Herb  
4513 W Price Ave, Tampa, FL 33611   
813-817-4853 
chickherb154@aol.com 

Inner Guard  
Valerie O’Brien 
10559 154Th Rd N, Jupiter, Fl 33478  
561-309-9892 
vko0801@yahoo.com 

Assistant Inner Guard 
Ed McGurn  
68 W Palm Dr,  Margate, FL 33063 
754-366-6521 
edinfla@hotmail.com 

Outer Guard  
Troy Broughton   
12039 East Bay Rd, Gibsonton, FL 33534 
(813) 299-7724 
troybroughton@ymail.com

Assistant Outer Guard 
Mike Davis   
2451 S Sanford Ave, Sanford, FL 32771
407-509-6054
legion227@mooseunits.org

DISTRICT PRESIDENTS
District 1  
Roy Suarez  
6558 Covington Cir, Pensacola, FL 32526 
(850) 232-0708 
roysuarez1959@gmail.com

District 2  
Leah Turner  
157 Southern Grove Dr, St Johns, FL 32259
904-477-8658
bug.turner528@gmail

District 3  
Gary Grimm Jr 
85522 Owens Rd, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
904-557-3383
gar_53@yahoo.com

District 4  
Maureen Weeks  
316 Bahia Circle, Ocala, FL 34472
321-443-0513
mbauchman5@aol.com

This past Legislative season went by like most, fast a furious. 

Our Lobbyist, Bill Helmich, was fully engaged during the session. 

Several members along with members of the Veterans Service Organiza-
tions attended a few of the Committee sessions held regarding gaming 
bills. Our voices were heard and hopefully left a positive memory for the 
members of the committees we were in front of.

There were a total of five bills this session dealing with gaming. 

Unfortunately, we could not get any approved that are favorable to our 
lodges at this time. 

We will not give up, and we are already working on bills for the 2027 session.

JERRY MONK, Lobbying Chairman

Gaming efforts ongoing

AROUND THE

STATE
NEWS

Chapter, District, and 
Special Committee news.

The Moose Legion of Venice Lodge #1308 awarded $1,000 scholarships 
to 10 Venice High School students who participated in this year’s Youth 
Awareness program. Above are the happy students flanked by Venice 
Youth Awareness Chairpersons Deborah Sunderland and Joe Toth.

Submitted by Joseph Toth
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This year’s Florida Moose Association’s Mid Year 
Heart of the Community projects focused on pro-
viding Give Kids the World 
with volunteers, Wish Pil-
lowcases, and of course, 
the Moose icon “Tommy 
Moose” plush dolls.

Thirty-six Volunteers 
spent time in a variety 
of volunteer positions 
throughout the day and 
night.

They served breakfast in 
Clayton’s Cafe and Break-
fast at Zack’s Timeout, as-
sisted in the Castle, deliv-
ered food, and handed out 

cookies, brownies, and milk.

Collectively, they provided GKTW with a total of 
135.22 hours of volun-
teer service.

Over 8,000 children 
with life-threatening ill-
nesses visit the Village 
annually. The goal in the 
Tommy Moose doll do-
nateions wass to pro-
vide a Tommy Moose 
doll to as many of the 
children as they could.

All totaled, 1,296 chil-
dren will receive a Tom-
my Moose doll thanks to 

Mid Year Projects provide comfort and care to 
children with life-threatening illnesses

Members from South Lake Moose made a special 
donation presentation at Give Kids the World, a 
check for $810.

see HEART, page 20

PICTURED ABOVE: The Florida Moose Association’s Heart of the Community Project morning shift at Give 
Kids the World included members of the FMA as well as Moose International’s CEO Scott Heart, Chairman 
of the Board John Reiter, and the MI Board of Directors.

THE SPIRIT OF 
GIVING BACK

https://www.gktw.org/
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Turn to page 12 
for more photos



FMA, from page 6

District 5  
Scott Bender  
2727 N Atlantic Ave #302, Daytona Beach, FL 32118
352-476-7996
kwhometownagents@yahoo.com

District 6 
Robert Bowen 
900 Montana Ave, St Cloud, FL 34769
407-467-2296
rbowen128@cfl.rr.com

District 7 
Janice Brogdon 
1900 Blue Fish Pl, Geneva FL 32732
321-474-4704
janice.brogdon2016@gmail.com

District 8 
Kevin Moglia 
615 Erin Way, Brooksville, FL 34601 
(352) 650-0948 
kmoglia@tampabay.rr.com

District 9 
Barbara Pedone 
4658 Goldfinch Ln, Merritt Island, FL 32953
321-517-4013
barbara.a.pedone@gmail.com

District 10 
William Gutierrez 
3300 Alt 15N 111A, Dunedin, FL 34698
413-358-3095
wgutierrez01201@aol.com

District 11 
Gary Chronister 
3511 Pine Top Dr, Valrico, FL 33594
717-805-3416
gchronister37@gmail.com

District 12 
Kevin Lolmaugh 
325 Jupiter, Winter Haven, FL 33884
863-242-7538
kevinlolmaugh@yahoo.com

District 13 
Cory Kapral 
907 44th Ave, Ellenton, FL 34222
941-518-7799
corykapral@yahoo.com

see FMA, page 10
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AROUND THE

STATE
NEWS

Chapter, District, and 
Special Committee news.

Silver Springs Moose Riders 1199 raised $1,080 for the Florida Sheriffs Youth 

Ranches.  Submitted by Brandi Blue

Cynthia Mara from Merritt Island 2073 Florida Women of the Moose Chapter 1544 
drops off some of the food collected  and Check from funds raised to support the 
Brevard County Children’s Hunger Project. Moose Lodge 2073 is so proud of all 
that WOTM Chapter 1544 does for our Community 

Submitted by Marv Gardner

https://www.youthranches.org/
https://www.youthranches.org/
https://thechildrenshungerproject.org/
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FMA, from page 9

District 14 
William Walker 
10943 SW Walker Rd, Arcadia, FL 34269 
(863) 990-3348 
heavyrescue63@yahoo.com

District 15 
Wayne Miller 
137 40th Ct , Vero Beach, FL 32968 
(772) 532-0780 
waym1957@yahoo.com

District 16 
John Bienkowski 
9096 Hilliard Terr, Englewood, FL 34324
248-431-8175
john8147@aol.com

District 17 
Cynthia Bennett 
7804 Deland Ave, Ft Pierce, FL 34951
772-646-2131
cynthiabennett260@gmail.com

District 18 
Angela Henderson 
1434 SE 23rd Terr, Cape Coral, FL 33990
239-257-7378
fmadistrict18@gmail.com 

District 19 
William Devers 
420 Lake Ave, Lehigh Acres, FL 33972
540-336-8851
deverswilliam09@gmail.com

District 20 
William Allen 
9367 Isla Bella Cir, Bonita Springs, FL 34135
239-980-2171
billallen6312@gmail.com

District 21 
Heather Risch
2910 NW 1st Dr, Pompano Beach, FL 33064
954-732-9253
risch.dist21@gmail.com

District 22 
Keith Delano
PO Box 226822, Miami, FL 33222
305-776-9880
miaheatkd@att.net

see FMA, page 13

AROUND THE

STATE
NEWS

Chapter, District, and 
Special Committee news.

After being closed for a 
month, plus a board restruc-
turing, West Marion Moose 
Lodge collected candy, 
coloring books, crayons, 
and hygiene products to fill 
64 bags for 40 children ser-
viced by the Kimberly Cen-
ter, and another 24 bags for 
Casa Marion after their last 
sponsor backed off. In addi-
tion, they raised over $600. 
This couldn’t have happen 
without the support of the 
Lodge for their donations, 
and the 18 plus volunteers 
who came to fulfill this Heart 
of the Community project.

Submitted by Mickey 
Martinez-Hoey

https://kimberlyscenter.org/
https://kimberlyscenter.org/
https://casamarion.org/
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Sports tournaments scheduled 
throughout end of year

FMA is offering a plethora of activities for our mem-
bers the remainder of the year.

Men’s Regional Pool tournaments have been sched-
uled throughout the state. 

On June 13-14 it will be held at the Mandarin Moose 
Lodge. 

Anyone participating in a Regional tournament is 
eligible to play in the Men’s State pool tournament 
which will be held Labor Day weekend, September 
5-7, 2026 at the Orlando Moose Lodge. 

Ladies will be scheduled to play on July 24-26 with sin-
gle play beginning Friday evening at 6:00 pm.

In August there will be a special rate for NASCAR Coke 
Zero Sugar 400 race tickets. 

Come join the race and sit with all of your fellow Moose 
members. Let’s root our favorite, Ross Chastain, to a 
victory!

For poker fans, we’ve scheduled a Texas Hold’em 

Tournament at Best Bet in Orange Park on October 
10, 2026. 

In previous years, this tournament included several 
Moosehaven residents and we anticipate the same 
this year. Again, come get to know some of the resi-
dents that we support at Moosehaven! 

There will be Golf tournament at Bonita Springs in 
October 2026 – date to be determined. 

November 22 will see a Cornhole Tournament at Pine 
Castle Moose Lodge. This tournament will be limited 
to 30 teams, so sign up early! 

Additional Cornhole Tournaments are being looked 
at in Bradenton and maybe Suwannee in the fall.

For all information and entry forms – check out the 
Florida Moose Association website at FloridaMoose.
com. 

Registration forms for Poker and Golf will also be 
available on the website.

If your lodge is interested in hosting a tournament in 
2027, fill out the Bid Form and send a copy to the ad-
dresses indicated.

CINDY BARNHARDT, FMA Sports Chairman

https://floridamoose.com/sports.html
https://floridamoose.com/sports.html
https://floridamoose.com/PDFs/2025%20Sports%20Tournament%20Bid%20Form.pdf
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FMA, from page 10

see FMA, page 14

District 23 
Patrick Streepy 
11601 1st Ave, Marathon, FL 33050 
(305) 587-7167 
patrickstreepy@gmail.com

SPECIAL COMMITTEE
APPOINTMENTS
Apparel Exchange 
Sharen Reardon 
10274 Arrowhead Dr, Punta Gorda, FL 33955
936-433-9016
sharenreardon1965@yahoo.com

Audio-Visual  
Jim Kelly  
188 Marseille Drive, Naples, FL 34112  
239-287-5976 
jimreliv@comcast.net

Council of Higher Degrees (N) 
Buddy Dugger 
5754 Woodlawn Rd, Macclenny FL, 32063 
904-635-0083 
buddydugger5754@gmail.com 

Council of Higher Degrees (S) 
Melinda Bell 
9400 N Hollybrook Lake Dr, Apt 106,
Pembrook Pines, FL 33025
954-534-0060
melindabell9@gmail.com

Credentials 
Lois Myers 
4109 Meredith Dr, Valrico, Fl 33594 
813-765-0578 
myerssouth@gmail.com 

Credentials 
Lois Myers 
4109 Meredith Dr, Valrico, Fl 33594 
813-765-0578 
myerssouth@gmail.com 

Emergency Relief 
Wayne Beyer 
332 Woodrow St NE Apt 3 
Ft Walton Bch, FL 32547 
850-376-3833 
webeyer@aol.com

AROUND THE

STATE
NEWS

Chapter, District, and 
Special Committee news.

Eight year old Keira Herbert 
decided it would be a good 
idea to bake holiday cook-
ies for the local fire stations 
and police department. 
She presented the idea at a 
Leisure City Lodge General 
Meeting and was approved. 
Her grandmother Laura 

First responders receive sweet 
treats from Leisure City Lodge

Herbert, mother Shelby Herbert, and Anna Perez-Guiliani helped her 
bake the cookies and deliver the cookies along with her sister Audrey 
and another friend from Leisure City Moose, Kadance Arencibia . 
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AROUND THE

STATE
NEWS

Chapter, District, and 
Special Committee news.

Bonita Springs Chapter 1611
provides meals for those in need
Local TV station WINK Channel 11, the CBS affiliate in Fort Myers and 
WINK News created a public fundraiser challenge and called it “The Mil-
lion Meals March.”

Bonita Springs Women of the Moose Chapter 1611 answered the call of 
local TV station WINK Channel 11 to help those in need with a $1,000 do-
nation. Their donation will provide 2000 meals for those in need in their 
local community. 

Pictured is Rebecca Zarate presenting a $1000 check to the Ryan Uhler 
the Director of Digital strategy for the Harry Chapin Food Bank.

Submitted by Rebecca Zarate

FMA, from page 13

see FMA, page 17

Endowment Fund 
Troy Broughton 
12039 East Bay Rd, Gibsonton, FL 33534 
(813) 299-7724 
troybroughton@ymail.com 

Financial Review 
Fred Van Nostrand 
29430 Pine Villa Circle, Punta Gorda, FL 33982 
941-457-1107 
fred.vannostrand@yahoo.com 

Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranch 
Debi Girard 
55 Black Hickory Way, Ormond Beach, FL 32174 
352-446-4143 
dgirardfsyr2023@gmail.com 

Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches 
Fundraising
Tom Burnam 
9223 Spring Hill Dr, Spring Hill, FL 34608 
813-924-2560 
tomburnam@yahoo.com

Fraternal Education 
Ken Bygler   
29178 Camellia Lane, Big Pine Key, FL 33043  
305-731-6978 
kenb@pedrofalcon.com 

Government Relations 
Stephen J. Vella 
441 SE 9th Ave, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
954-856-3478 
vellair@aol.com

Heart of The Community 
Kimberly Kelly 
1147 S. Cornell Terrace, Inverness, FL 34452 
352-422-3966 
kimberlykelly@tampabay.rr.com 

Historical 
F. Ross Fleet
1699 Park Ave, Apt 5 South, Orange Park, FL 32073
904-258-3022
rfleet38@yahoo.com

Hospitality 
John Holbach Jr. 
100 Hampton Road #17 , Clearwater, FL 33759 
727-410-1092 
johnf@theholbachs.com 

https://www.winknews.com/march_to_a_million_meals/
https://www.winknews.com/march_to_a_million_meals/
https://harrychapinfoodbank.org/
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South Lakeland Mulberry Moose 
Lodge 2295 Lights Up the Night 
for Polk County Bully Project

Community spirit shone brightly in Lakeland on Feb-
ruary 21st as the South Lakeland Mulberry Moose 
Lodge 2295 hosted a successful and vibrant “Glow 
in the Dark BINGO” fundraiser. The unique event was 
dedicated to supporting the critical work of the Polk 
County Bully Project, a local organization focused on 
rescuing and advocating for bully breeds.

The energetic evening brought together Lodge mem-
bers and community residents for a night of glow-
ing fun, all while raising much-needed resources for 
animals in need. Thanks to the generosity of the at-

tendees and supporters, the event raised a fantastic 
$1,500 in cash donations.

In addition to the monetary contributions, the Lodge 
collected a substantial array of essential supplies. 
Over $2,000 worth of dog and  toys, pillows, and blan-
kets were donated, providing tangible comfort and 
care for the animals currently sheltered by the Polk 
County Bully Project.

The event’s success was expertly coordinated by 
Lodge member Lucy Pimental. Lucy worked tirelessly 
with the enthusiastic help of many other Lodge mem-

DONNA WILSON, Special to The Courier

see LIGHT, page 22

https://bullyprojectrescue.org/
https://bullyprojectrescue.org/
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Turn to page 22for 
more photos
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FMA, from page 14

see FMA, page 18

Legal Advisor 

Stephen Gladstone 
21576 Guadalajara Ave, Boca Raton, Fl 33433 
(954) 234-0096 
stephen@srgpa.com

Lobbyist Committee 

Jerry Monk 
605 Spring Meadows Rd., Quincy, FL 32351
850-510-6870
jamonk55@gmail.com

Loss Prevention 
Martin Fischer 
10274 Arrowhead Dr, Punta Gorda, FL 33955
561-541-2162
jayceemarty@yahoo.com

Membership 
Sharon Davis 
2451 S Sanford Ave, Sanford, FL 32771 
407-709-5681 
wings2me@bellsouth.net 

Moose Charities 

Lori Herring 
176 Briarwood Dr, Debary, FL 32713 
(386) 479-7296 
llherring1969@gmail.com

Mooseheart 

Lisa Plourde 
846 37th Ave Vero Beach, FL 32960 
860-884-1262 
Momlmp@sbcglobal.net

Moose Riders 

Maureen ‘Mo’ Holland 
602 Strait Ave, Sebastian, FL 32958 
305-481-7189 
mmhrn1953@gmail.com

Orientation  
Jason Thornbloom  
2633 Regatta Dr , Sarasota, FL 34231   
941-914-1637 
thorn-bloompaints@gmail.com

Past Presidents Secretary (FMA) 
Jerry Monk 
605 Spring Meadows Rd., Quincy, FL 32351
850-510-6870
jamonk55@gmail.com

The gratitude and camaraderie in the room was palpable, as veterans 
expressed their appreciation for the community’s support.

During the event, they had the privilege of speaking with several veter-
ans, including Kelvin Jackson and Emmett Evans, who served in the Ma-
rines and Army. 

Kelvin shared a heartfelt moment, saying, “I prayed this morning as I 
needed money for fuel in my car to get to work, and the Good Lord an-
swered my prayers with this gift card.” 

He noted that they usually receive smaller gift cards, but the $129 value 
was a true blessing.

Veterans like Kelvin and Emmett reminded everyone of the profound 
impact small acts of kindness can have.

At Punta Gorda Moose Lodge, giving back is part of who they are. 

This event not only provided practical support for local veterans, but 
also fostered a sense of community and appreciation. 

Thank you to Kelvin, Emmett, and all who have served. Thank you to the 
members and officers for their generosity and dedication. 

Together, they made a difference — and that’s 
what being part of the Moose is all about.

VETERANS, from page 5

The North Port Moose Lodge 764 Congratulates the WOTM Chapter 1892 
Recipients on receiving their Academy of Friendship: Anna-Marie Mitch-
ell, Kathy Skoda, AJ Cervello, Melissa Dagger and Patty Groves. Also a big 
thank you to Ann Mell for hand making the ladies beautiful corsages.

Submitted by Susan Runge

AROUND THE

STATE
NEWS

Chapter, District, and 
Special Committee news.
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FMA, from page 17

Past Presidents Chair (FMA) 
Richard Jones 
407-716-6897 
rbjones0658@gmail.com 

Pilgrim Chairman  
Chris Pedone 
4658 Goldfinch Ln, Merritt Island, FL 32953
321-863-1233
pedonechris@gmail.com

Pilgrim Secretary  
Ed McGurn 
68 W Palm Dr, Margate FL, 33063  
754-366-6521 
edinfla@hotmail.com 

Publications 
Kimberly Kelly
1147 S. Cornell Ter., Inverness, FL 34452
352-422-3966 
thecourierfma@gmail.com 

Recording Secretary
/Resolutions/Bylaws 

Jerry Thompson 
6109 N Whispering Oak Loop, Beverly Hills, FL 34465  
352-362-9014 
southfl46@aol.com

Ritual 
James Esposito
201 NW 29th Court, Pompano Beach, FL 33064
954-907-0311
jvesposito@hotmail.com

Safe Surfin’ 
Charles (Buddy) Franklin  
7412 Forbes Rd, Zephyrhills, FL 33540  
813-713-3476 
cfranklin18@tampabay.rr.com 

Special Project Fundraising  
Julie Penton  
68 W Palm Dr, Margate FL, 33063  
954-802-4527 
pentonj@carico.com

Special Olympics 
Terri Plourde 
39413 Sterling Dr, Zephyrhills, FL 33542
813-486-8277
tplourde60@gmail.com

see FMA, page 20

AROUND THE

STATE
NEWS

Chapter, District, and 
Special Committee news.

Silver Springs Moose Riders 
ride to support autism
Silver Springs Moose Riders 1199 held Grace’s Autism Run March 21.

The ride with purpose event supported autistic students and strengthen-
ing the community. Included  multiple stops, a 50/50 and basket raffles.

Through their efforts they raised $2,672 for Prevailing Hope Florida, Inc.

Submitted by Brandi Blue

https://www.prevailinghopefl.com/
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This spring at the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches, we 
are celebrating fourteen graduating seniors! 

The Donald Ralph Cooke School Class of 2026 has 
worked hard to earn these diplomas, and 
we are so excited to see where they go next.

Many young people arrive at the Ranch with 
low grades due to problems outside of the 
classroom. 

A lack of structure, stability, or motivation 
paired with neglect or abuse can make 
studying feel unimportant. 

At the Ranch, we show our youth they CAN 
succeed! 

Our teachers encourage their students to 
push themselves and set their sights on the future, not 
just the past. 

William is a graduating senior, and his future plans are 
pretty simple: get a diploma; join the U.S. Marine Corps. 

This young man arrived at the Ranch with a lot of men-
tal armor on. 

In many ways, he still carries it with him. When youth 
come to us from hard places, it takes a while to feel 
safe again. 

“I knew my family loved me, but they showed 
it in the wrong way,” William said.  

William lives in the Pettys’ cottage with the 
other senior boys. 

Pop Petty, a military veteran himself, spent a 
lot of time building trust with William. 

Mom Petty bonded with William over his 
love of nature, and they often take walks on 
the trails at the Ranch. 

“I might not agree with their decisions, but 
I know at the end of the day, they love me,” 

William said. “I’ll trust them to do what’s best for me.” 

Another adult in William’s life is his supervisor at Main-
tenance. 

Kelly Putnel and his team make sure the youth have a 

WILLIAM
FINDS 

KEY TO
SUCCESS

see SUCCESS, page 23

SARAH JACKSON, Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches

WILLIAM

https://www.youthranches.org/
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Sports/Activities 
Cindy Barnhart 
1673 W Carriage Dr, Titusville, FL 32796
321-720-7440
cindybarnhart1031@gmail.com 

Valued Veterans 
Frank Venditti 
8694 Ashbury Dr, Hudson, FL 34667 
727-809-1259 
flvendis@yahoo.com

Veterans Affairs 
Larry D’Angelo 
9 Pinewood Blvd, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 
239-822-3617 
larrymoose2266@aol.com 

Webmaster
Marvin Gardner 
220 Bel Aire S, Merritt Island, Fl 32952 
515-720-6804 
marvgardner@gmail.com

Webmaster Asst/Calendar
Jim Blanchard 
4095 SW 56th Ave, Davie, FL 33314
954-448-1143
jim@jablanchard.com

Youth Awareness  (N) 
Todd and Julie Anderson 
1004 Virginia Ave, Lynn Haven, FL 32444 
850-866-8679 
toddanderson5530@gmail.com

Youth Awareness (S) 
Candy and Dominique Saindon 
18910 Bay Woods Lake Dr, #101, Fort Myers, FL 33908
603-491-7653
sunapeebeachbum@gmail.com

INTERNATIONAL
APPOINTMENTS
Intl BOD Chairman
John Reiter
5250 SE 34th Court. Ocala, FL 34480
352-804-4679
mooseracer@cox.net

see FMA, page 21

FMA Moose Riders delivered the cases of Tommy Moose for the Heart 
of the Community Committee.

the efforts of our Lodges and Chapters in April. 

Additional dolls came from the efforts of the state’s Moose Riders 
during the year.

Volunteer efforts of those who made WISH Pillowcases throughout the 
year, produced 2,439 of the soft child-size pillows.

They serve as a special keepsake for each child who stays in the Village 
to take home, as well as provide comfort on their days of medical pro-
cedures and hospital stays.

In all, the estimated value of these projects totaled over $20,000.

HEART, from page 7

FMA volunteers for The Bakery (aka “Cookie Cart”) and Merry’s Pizze-
ria (aka “Food Delivery) worked in the evening hours at Give Kids the 
World.
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		  SAT
		  MAY 23, 2026, 10AM
WOTM General Training	
Winter Haven 1152
	 Shirley Brosie
	 sbrosie6195@gmail.com, 863-397-6195

		  SAT
		  MAY 30, 2026, 9AM
WOTM Treasurer Training	
Stuart 1651
	 Brenda Brady
	 bjbrady@bellsouth.net, 772-201-1060

		  SAT
		  MAY 20, 2026, 10AM
WOTM General Training	
Cocoa 1383
	 	 Barb Moffitt
		  keysgal50@gmail.com, 609-618-3098

		  SUN
		  MAY 31, 2026, 9AM
WOTM Treasurer Training	
Stuart 1651
	 Brenda Brady
	 bjbrady@bellsouth.net, 772-201-1060

		  SUN
		  MAY 31, 2026, 10AM
WOTM Treasurer Training	
Cocoa 1383
	 	 Barb Moffitt
		  keysgal50@gmail.com, 609-618-3098

		  SAT
		  JUN 6, 2026, 10AM
WOTM General Training	
Bradenton 1223
	 Shirley Brosie
	 sbrosie6195@gmail.com, 863-397-6195

		  SAT-SUN
		  JUN 7, 2026, 10AM
WOTM Treasurer Training	
Bradenton 1223
	 Shirley Brosie
	 sbrosie6195@gmail.com, 863-397-6195

		  SAT
		  JUN 13, 2026
Moose Legion 46 Conferral	
Naples Get-A-Way

		  SAT-SUN
		  JUL 11-12, 2026, 9AM
MOOSE LEGION 178 CONFERRAL	
Orlando 766

		  SAT
		  JUL 11, 2026, 9AM
WOTM GENERAL TRAINING	
Sanford 1851
	 Ellen Shindle
	 ellenshindle@yahoo.com, 386-956-4505

		  SUN
		  JUL 12, 2026, 9AM
WOTM TREASURER TRAINING	
Sanford 1851
	 Ellen Shindle
	 ellenshindle@yahoo.com, 386-956-4505

		  SAT
		  JUL 18, 2026, 9AM
WOTM General Training	
Arcadia 1327
	 Brenda Brady
	 bjbrady@bellsouth.net, 772-201-1060

		  SAT
		  JUL 18, 2026, 10AM
WOTM General Training	
Wachula 1487
	 Shirley Brosie
	 sbrosie6195@gmail.com, 863-397-6195

		  SUN
		  JUL 19, 2026, 9AM
WOTM Treasurer Training	
Arcadia 1327
	 Brenda Brady
	 bjbrady@bellsouth.net, 772-201-1060

		  SUN
		  JUL 19, 2026, 10AM
WOTM Treasurer Training	
Wachula 1487
	 Shirley Brosie
	 sbrosie6195@gmail.com, 863-397-6195

		  THU-SUN
		  SEP 10-13, 2026
2026  FMA Annual Convention 	
Rosen Plaza Hotel Orlando
	 Dan O’Neal
	 Floridamooseassociation@gmail.com

		  THU-SUN
		  APR 8-11, 2027	
2027 FMA Mid-Year Conference 
Rosen Plaza Hotel Orlando
	 Dan O’Neal
	 Floridamooseassociation@gmail.com

		  THU-SUN
		  SEP 9-12, 2027	
2027  FMA Annual Convention 	
Rosen Plaza Hotel Orlando
	 Dan O’Neal
	 Floridamooseassociation@gmail.com

		  THU-SUN,
		  MAR 30-APR 2, 2028	
2028 FMA Mid-Year Conference
Rosen Plaza Hotel Orlando
	 Dan O’Neal
	 Floridamooseassociation@gmail.com

		  THU-SUN
		  SEP 7-10, 2028 	
2028  FMA Annual Convention 	
Rosen Plaza Hotel Orlando 	
	 Dan O’Neal
	 Floridamooseassociation@gmail.com

For more events 
click here

Events Calendar
Intl Board of Directors
Sandy Johnston
1765 Cedar Key Ct, Orange Park, FL 32073
970-593-2458
country_paths@yahoo.com

Intl Outer Guard
Chris Pedone
4658 Goldfinch Lane, Merritt Island, FL 32953
321-863-1233
pedonechris@gmail.com

Intl Activities Committee
Todd Anderson
1004 Virginia Ave, Lynn Haven, FL 32444
850-866-8679
toddanderson5530@gmail.com

Intl Moose Charities Board
Julie Anderson
1004 Virginia Ave, Lynn Haven, FL 32444
850-303-3741
jlbanderson@yahoo.com

Intl Membership Comm
Sharon Davis
2451 S Sanford Ave, Sanford, FL 32771
407-709-5681
wings2me.sd@gmail.com

Moosehaven Executive Director
Helen Taylor
1701 Park Ave, Orange Park, FL 32073
904-278-1210
htaylor@moosehaven.org

Moosehaven BOD
Dan ONeal
PO Box 2863, Sanford, FL 32772-2863
407-547-7216
indianriver178@gmail.com

Moosehaven BOD
Scott Kern
113 Hays Dr, Sanford, FL 32771
407-314-6287
kerntransman@yahoo.com

Moose Foundation
F. Ross Fleet
1699 Park Ave Apt 5 South, Orange Park, FL 32073
904-258-3022
rfleet38@yahoo.com

FMA, from page 20

see FMA, page 23

http://Floridamoose.com
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bers to ensure the “Glow in the 
Dark” theme came to life and the 
evening ran smoothly.

Following the fundraiser, the im-
pactful contributions were pre-
pared for delivery. Pictured are 
Lucy Pimental and fellow Lodge 
member Donna Wilson personally 
delivering the truckload of dona-
tions to the Polk County Bully Proj-
ect, where they were gratefully re-
ceived.  Donna collected dozens of 
gift cards and products,  that were 
used as prizes. 

South Lakeland Mulberry Moose 
Lodge 2295 extends its heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who attended, 
donated, and volunteered.

For more information about the 
South Lakeland Mulberry Moose 
Lodge 2295 and their upcoming 
community events, please visit 
[Insert Lodge Website/Social Me-
dia Link, e.g., their Facebook page]. 
To learn more about how to sup-
port the Polk County Bully Project, 
please visit [Insert Polk County Bul-
ly Project Website, e.g., polkcoun-
tybullyproject.org].

LIGHT, from page 15

This event once 
again demonstrates 

the power of 
community coming 
together to support 

vital local 
organizations like 
the Polk County 

Bully Project



SUCCESS, from page 21
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job each day during work program. Sometimes that means picking up debris 
around campus, and sometimes it means fixing things in a cottage. 

In between jobs and in slower moments, KP takes the time to talk with his 
Ranchers, always asking about their day and giving out advice when needed. 

“KP is like that uncle that gives you advice when you least expect it,” William 
joked. “It’s the small pieces of advice that some of the staff members give you, 
and it doesn’t have to be, like, profound, but it sticks with you.” 

For William, working is the thing that feels the most familiar. He focuses on a 
task and enjoys the feeling of accomplishment when it’s completed. 

“My advice to Ranchers is find what you love on the Ranch and stick to it,” Wil-
liam said. “If you don’t stick to it, it won’t be able to help you. Find a job you love 
and find a staff member you trust, and stick with it.” 

William’s unique brand of loyalty and determination is what caused him to 
want a career in the military. 

	 Everybody in my family has told me I can’t do it. 
	 I’m not going to graduate, I’m not going to 
	 make it in the Marines. But I’m going to do it, 
	 and I want it - to be the Marines - 
	 because they’re the first ones in, 
	 the last ones out. I want to prove everyone 
	 in my past that they were wrong.
								        ~ William

William is graduating and pursuing his goals because of friends like you! We are 
proud of his accomplishments and wish him luck with his enlistment. 

Thank you for making stories like this possible! 

Intl Pilgrim Council
Rodney Hammond
2936 Oaktree Dr, Kissimmee, FL 34744
407-256-1950
rhammond2544@gmail.com

Intl Pilgrim President
Harry Johnston
1765 Cedar Key Ct, Orange Park, FL 32073
970-590-6515
s.hjhohn22@gmail.com

WOTM Chapter Advocate
Barb ‘Babs’ Moffitt
949 Pecan Circle, Sebastian FL 32976
609-618-3098
keysgal50@gmail.com

WOTM Higher Degree Board
Kimberly Kelly
1147 S. Cornell Ter, Inverness, FL 34452
352-422-3966
authenticmeus@gmail.com

WOTM Grand Chancellor
Barb McPherson
bmcpherson@mooseintl.org
630-966-2243

WOTM Past Grand Regent
Gloria Petra
9223 Spring Hill Dr, Spring Hill FL 34608
813-294-0836
gloriapetrea@yahoo.com

WOTM Conferral Coordinator
Sharon Krutulis
16453 SW 294 St, Homestead FL 33033
3058043124
sharonkrutulis@hotmail.com

FMA, from page 21
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